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lates closely the probable profits, and specifies the
rotation of crops on five hundred and twenty-five
acres. The next day, December I2th, he wrote a
short note to Alexander Hamilton, in regard to the
organization of a National Military Academy, a
matter in which the President had long been deeply
interested. The day was stormy. " Morning snowing
and about three inches drop. Wind at Northeast,
and mercury at 30. Continued snowing till one
o'clock, and about four it became perfectly clear.
Wind in the same place, but not hard. Mercury 28
at night/' Washington, who scorned to take any
account of weather, rode for five hours during the
morning to several of the farms on his plantations,
examining the conditions at each and conferring with
the overseers.

On reaching home he complained a little of chilli-
ness. His secretary, Tobias Lear, observed that he
feared he had got wet, but Washington protested
that his greatcoat had kept him dry; in spite of which
the observant Lear saw snow hanging to his hair and
remarked that his neck was wet. Washington went
in to dinner, which was waiting, without changing
his dress, as he usually did. " In the evening he ap-
peared as well as usual. The next day, Friday, there
was a heavy fall of snow, but having a severe cold,
he went out for only a little while to mark some00, He calcu-eir old agetory implies that he was a hard taskmaster, not
